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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Creation Sunday 

13 September 2009 

Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings:  Isaiah 50.4-9a;  Song of Creation;  James 2.18-26;  Mark 8.27-38 

 

Earth is calling 
 

Spring has sprung.  All around us there are the signs of new life.  As buds burst into flower as in 

this branch from a flowering plum in our backyard!  Beautiful isn’t it! (Displaying a cutting of a 

pink flowering ornamental plum). 

 

Today we begin the annual celebrations of the season of creation. With Creation Sunday today - 

Next Sunday with Monday 21
st
 being the International Day of Peace, the focus with be on Peace – 

Shalom- everything, all things, all people, being in their rightful place – in harmony.  Then on the 

27
th
 we will observe Social Justice Sunday and the season concludes on the 4

th
 October – the 

festival of St Francis who saw all creatures as our kin! As so evocatively expressed in his hymn – 

all Creatures of our God and King – lift up your voice and with us sing! Sun, moon, water, fire, 

earth itself and the flower and fruits are all encouraged to sing and give praise to God. 

 

Norman Habel the South Australian Lutheran theologian and song writer – who wrote the words to 

our offertory hymn for today and who is the instigator of the idea of an Annual Season of Creation 

says: 

In the current environmental crisis and with a new consciousness of the earth as a living reality, I 

believe that it is time to join with the earth and the earth community in worship. It is time to 

recognise that all creatures of this planet are our kin, born like Adam and Eve of earth and the 

Spirit of God.   

 

We live in a time of heightened awareness of our connection with the earth and the whole of 

creation.  An awareness brought on by the threats, posed by global warming and climate change and 

the need to reduce our carbon footprint. 

 

The ancient Hebrew people in their creation myths of Genesis tell us that we humans are given 

responsibility to tend and care for the earth. – to acts as stewards of creation – safeguard and 

preserve the integrity of creation – one of five marks of the mission of the church.  One can only 

say that over recent centuries we haven’t been making a very good fist of that responsibility. 

 

One reason for that, for those that call themselves Christians has been because of bad theology.  

Theology that sees this world as being corrupt, sinful, temporary, transient. That has not put the 

focus on life here and now in this world – but on life to come –in the hereafter in heaven. In fact it 

has been rightfully said that we Christians are too often so heavenly minded that we are of no 

earthly use. 

 

And yet this world, this fragile world – this fragile planet is the only place and environment we 

have to experience and live out what it is to be a person made in the image of god.  The God who 

those same Hebrew people declare looks at all God has created and declares it to be good! 

 

It is time we correct our theology and take seriously the fact that heaven is not our only true home – 

but that yes, while heaven may where we are heading, earth is also our true home and we have a 
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responsibility to not only care for it for future generations, but also the privilege and joy to enjoy it 

in the now! 

 

Norman Habel helps that reorientation in the hymn we shall shortly sing – it is set to the tune – 

Guide me Oh thou great Redeemer – the traditional words of that hymn devalue the earth and direct 

our eyes to heaven, “Pilgrim through this barren land – bread of heaven – feed me now and 

evermore.  Norman Habel’s words affirm earth as our true home also the sanctuary chosen for we 

humans to live and for God to fill with God’s own glory! 

 

Just look again at the word’s (printed in the weekly Connections on page 3) 

 

1 You who watch the highest heavens 

Wond’ring where God’s mansions are; 

You who hope to spot an angel 

Spinning like a falling star; 

Earth is calling, Earth is calling, 

Come back home and rest in me. 

Come back home and rest in me. 

3 You who travel Earth as pilgrims,  

Dreaming where you’d rather be; 

God’s own glory fills my body, 

I am God’s own sanctuary. 

Earth is calling, Earth is calling, 

Come back home to God in me. 

Come back home to God in me. 

2 You who build exotic buildings 

Taller than the forest tree, 

Don’t you know that all foundations 

Deep, deep down reside in me. 

Earth is calling, Earth is calling, 

Come back home and live in me. 

Come back home and live in me. 

4 You who hope for joys in heaven, 

Do you know the joys of Earth? 

Ancient forests filled with singing, 

Seas that shout when whales give birth? 

Earth is calling, Earth is calling, 

Come back home and sing with me. 

Come back home and sing with me. 

5. You who long for bread like manna 

Falling from the hand of God? 

Know that Earth provides your water, 

Precious breath and daily food. 

Earth is calling, Earth is calling, 

Come back home and dine with me. 

Come back home and dine with me. 

Words: © Norman Habel 2000 

 

We can only fully do as the Hymn suggests and come back home and rest, live sing and dine in the 

Earth as we care for and nurture it, recognising how much it is part of us, integral to our very being 

as human persons, but also as we recognise, as verse 3 suggests, that it is the place where God is to 

be found, in all God’s fullness, to be enjoyed in the fullness of life. Blessed be God! 
 

______________________________- 


